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ABOUT MIKE 
 

Mike Garry was a librarian for 15 years before becoming a poet.  His gritty poetry has won 
admiration far and wide and his collaboration with New Order in New York’s Carnegie Hall in 
2014 received five star reviews. 
 
His Ode to St. Anthony, a poem dedicated to the Factory Records boss Tony Wilson and put 
to classical music by the composer Joe Duddell, went to Number 1 in 3 Official UK charts in 
August 2015.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3cYNI8s_vo4 
 
Mike has worked in thousands of schools and his books have become schemes of work in 
educational establishments throughout the UK.  His poetry is regularly heard on BBC Radio 
and TV.  He has read his poems in prisons, young offenders units, mental health units, 
children’s homes, youth clubs and local pubs.  He’s passionate about bringing live poetry to 
places it wouldn’t normally reach and to people who wouldn’t normally listen to it. 
 
He has toured the world with John Cooper Clarke since 2010 and supported bands like I am 
Kloot, Badly Drawn Boy and The Fall.  Mike is an Associate Fellow and Artist in Residence at 
the University of Westminster in London and was awarded an Honorary Doctorate by 
Manchester Metropolitan University for his groundbreaking work with poetry in education. 
 
His performances are passionate swirling rhythms of thoughts and emotions converted to 
monologues of quick fire words. 
 
“I love Mike Garry’s poetry.  It’s passionate, powerful and precise but most of all personal.” 
Composer, Philip Glass 
 

 

THE MASTERCLASS 
 

Engaging Reluctant Learners through Poetry 
The aim of the class is to give support and advice on - “How to facilitate workshops in an 
educational setting and engage pupils who struggle with literacy” 
 
And will focus on: 
Legal Prerequisites – CRB/DBS 
Preparation before the workshop  - Planning agreements 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3cYNI8s_vo4


Setting – environment and space 
 
The workshop 
I will run a practical writing workshop with all attending as an example of how I do my 
workshops and discuss methods and practices as we go along  
 
Key Areas of Focus will include: 
Introductions – Why starting of on the right note and tone is essential 
Ice breakers – How to get a reluctant group to open up 
Sample poems and shared discussion – How to select them 
 
The workshop Itself  
Aims and outcomes 
Poem selection for example of technique 
Warm up 
Writing rules  
Reading rules  
 
Writing time 
Reading time 
 
Conclusions 
 
Beyond the workshop space 
 
 
 
 


